
 
 
 
 
WEEK #6 DO NOT MURDER 
 
 
“Do not murder.” 

Exodus 20:13 (NIRV) 
 
What is murder?  
  

א רְצָֽח֖ לֹ֥֖ תִּֿ  (lōʾ râtsach - no murder) to slay, to murder, homicide, the unlawful or unnecessary 
taking of human life. 
 

● All murder is ___________________, but not all killing is _______________________. 
  
When is killing not murder? 
  

● __________________ is not murder. (Exodus 22:2-3, Exodus 2:11-15, Acts 7:24-25) 
  

● _____________________________ is not murder. (Psalm 144:1-2, Deuteronomy 20) 
  

●  _________________________________  is not murder. (Genesis 9:6, Romans 13:4) 
  
Why is murder wrong? 
  

● All people are created in _______________, and all life is _______________ to God. 
  
Now let Us conceive a new creation—humanity—made in Our image, fashioned according to 
Our likeness. And let Us grant them authority over all the earth—the fish in the sea and the birds 
in the sky, the domesticated animals and the small creeping creatures on the earth. 
 
27 So God did just that. He created humanity in His image, created them male and female. 

Genesis 1:26-27 (VOICE) 
  



One day the Eternal God scooped dirt out of the ground, sculpted it into the shape we call 
human, breathed the breath that gives life into the nostrils of the human, and the human 
became a living soul. 

Genesis 2:7 (VOICE) 
  
 
You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body  

and knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!   

Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.  
15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,  

as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.  
16 You saw me before I was born.  

Every day of my life was recorded in your book.   
Every moment was laid out  

before a single day had passed.  
Psalm 139:13-16 (NLT) 

   
What is the deeper issue here? 
  

●  Jesus cares about our _____________________ as much as our _________________.  
  
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who 
murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or 
sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.” 

Matthew 5:21-22 (NIV) 
  
 
Discussion Questions 

1. How does recognizing every human as made in the image of God shape your view on 
violence, justice, or punishment? Consider how Genesis 1 and Psalm 139 emphasize 
the sacredness of human life. How might this understanding influence your thoughts on 
current issues like abortion, war, or the death penalty? 

2. Where do you see the line between defending life and taking life? How do you 
personally discern when taking a life may be morally justifiable? 

3. Matthew 5 teaches that harboring anger or speaking with contempt is spiritually 
dangerous. What kinds of anger or contempt live in your heart that Jesus might be 
calling you to confront? Are there relationships or situations where you need healing, 
forgiveness, or repentance? 

4. Reflect on how Jesus redirects the command "do not murder" to address our attitudes 
and motivations.  In what ways is God inviting you to pursue a heart that honors life—not 
just with your actions, but with your inner life? In what ways as Christians can we 
preserve, protect, and promote life, i.e., human flourishing? 



 
 
Recommended Resources  
Books: 

● Good and Beautiful and Kind: Becoming Whole in a Fractured World by Rich Villodas 
● The Deeply Formed Life by Rich Villodas 
● Ten Words to Live By: Delighting In and Doing What God Commands by Jen Wilkin 
● Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today by Adam 

Hamilton 
 
Articles: 

● Scott Sauls: Toward a More Comprehensive Pro-Life Vision 
● The Gospel Coalition - Just War 
● The Gospel Coalition: Thinking Through Old Testament Violence 

 
 
 
 
 
(NIRV) New International Reader’s Version (VOICE) The Voice    (NLT) New Living Translation       
(NIV) New International Version 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WEEK #6 DO NOT MURDER - FILL 
 
 
“Do not murder.” 

Exodus 20:13 (NIRV) 
 
What is murder?  
  

א רְצָֽח֖ לֹ֥֖ תִּֿ  (lōʾ râtsach - no murder) to slay, to murder, homicide, the unlawful or unnecessary 
taking of human life. 
 

● All murder is killing, but not all killing is murder. 
  
 

https://www.amazon.com/Good-Beautiful-Kind-Becoming-Fractured/dp/0525654437/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3PFIABBR5RK3A&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.O3N4Fh6H-ChSYfVsDUXOCioO7DrIxUjljgwTzl1kU7I.V2TFF_hscKCtU0qEynu78MGVHtooh-6lZp9GGqvmDPw&dib_tag=se&keywords=%E2%97%8F+Good+and+Beautiful+and+Kind%3A+Becoming+Whole+in+a+Fractured+World%2C+by+Rich+Villodas&qid=1753211521&sprefix=good+and+beautiful+and+kind+becoming+whole+in+a+fractured+world%2C+by+rich+villodas%2Caps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Deeply-Formed-Life-Transformative-Values/dp/0525654402/ref=sr_1_1?crid=CV70WNC58ESE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6riLhr6FrQqvKi0-vqTM_g.7qNW7LfTziiDHp9cO0CmZIotjWT6TQBM348zWww9WLA&dib_tag=se&keywords=he+Deeply+Formed+Life+by+Rich+Villodas&qid=1753211654&s=books&sprefix=he+deeply+formed+life+by+rich+villodas%2Cstripbooks%2C243&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ten-Words-Live-Delighting-Commands/dp/1433566346/ref=sr_1_1?crid=F2OYK1UK5UAZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Gqb1RQyKg2N9Yc_VolwXPA.FUv5c8aX5rzjCSpegulWUIUvHjiN0Asw9JdWRa-FtRQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=Ten+Words+to+Live+By%3A+Delighting+In+and+Doing+What+God+Commands%2C+by+Jen+Wilkin&qid=1750281310&s=books&sprefix=ten+words+to+live+by+delighting+in+and+doing+what+god+commands%2C+by+jen+wilkin%2Cstripbooks%2C222&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Words-Life-Jesus-Promise-Commandments/dp/1524760544/ref=sr_1_1?crid=35IM1MIPCGBSV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1zSzDE6MDo46recMI1MqVfxcdCl_U1hfGYbfJtg4oM20SBKkx_OQ3B8ecq2RruaYk6l1_n8lkHDh-go06pnrCDPG8XVK6yHZyZZ6IzpE_IxGHPZSSuaJN_d_EjLYebVsG3VsM_JWjM9eWtl3aNiEyqUH21juHtZFprNVnP7edXc5yWLDd_CLnh3erZysw2tUUhrQ8N5r3qdfI3GhWtC93rSxO9E_yx9hA2zNBE2puYQ.mbTXIzn9cqXW83Oz08MIPZyAWUyFl6tD0BYl2wVZqZI&dib_tag=se&keywords=words+of+life+adam+hamilton+book&qid=1751396414&s=books&sprefix=words+of+life%2Cstripbooks%2C153&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Words-Life-Jesus-Promise-Commandments/dp/1524760544/ref=sr_1_1?crid=35IM1MIPCGBSV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1zSzDE6MDo46recMI1MqVfxcdCl_U1hfGYbfJtg4oM20SBKkx_OQ3B8ecq2RruaYk6l1_n8lkHDh-go06pnrCDPG8XVK6yHZyZZ6IzpE_IxGHPZSSuaJN_d_EjLYebVsG3VsM_JWjM9eWtl3aNiEyqUH21juHtZFprNVnP7edXc5yWLDd_CLnh3erZysw2tUUhrQ8N5r3qdfI3GhWtC93rSxO9E_yx9hA2zNBE2puYQ.mbTXIzn9cqXW83Oz08MIPZyAWUyFl6tD0BYl2wVZqZI&dib_tag=se&keywords=words+of+life+adam+hamilton+book&qid=1751396414&s=books&sprefix=words+of+life%2Cstripbooks%2C153&sr=1-1
https://byfaithonline.com/toward-a-more-comprehensive-pro-life-vision/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CI%20would%20rather%20build%20community,would%20be%20upheld%20or%20protected.
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/sermon/just-war/
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/thinking-old-testament-violence/#:~:text=The%20judges%20use%20deception%20and,leave%20our%20moral%20compasses%20spinning.


When is killing not murder? 
  

● Self-defense is not murder. (Exodus 22:2-3, Exodus 2:11-15, Acts 7:24-25) 
  

● Justified war is not murder. (Psalm 144:1-2, Deuteronomy 20) 
  

● Capital punishment is not murder. (Genesis 9:6, Romans 13:4) 
  
Why is murder wrong? 
  

● All people are created in God’s image, and all life is precious to God. 
  
Now let Us conceive a new creation—humanity—made in Our image, fashioned according to 
Our likeness. And let Us grant them authority over all the earth—the fish in the sea and the birds 
in the sky, the domesticated animals and the small creeping creatures on the earth. 
 27 So God did just that. He created humanity in His image, created them male and female. 

Genesis 1:26-27 (VOICE) 
  
One day the Eternal God scooped dirt out of the ground, sculpted it into the shape we call 
human, breathed the breath that gives life into the nostrils of the human, and the human 
became a living soul. 

Genesis 2:7 (VOICE) 
  
 
 
You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body  

and knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!   

Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.  
15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,  

as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.  
16 You saw me before I was born.  

Every day of my life was recorded in your book.   
Every moment was laid out  

before a single day had passed.  
Psalm 139:13-16 (NLT) 

  
  
What is the deeper issue here? 
  

●  Jesus cares about our hearts as much as our hands.  
  



“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who 
murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or 
sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.” 

Matthew 5:21-22 (NIV) 
  
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. How does recognizing every human as made in the image of God shape your view on 
violence, justice, or punishment? Consider how Genesis 1 and Psalm 139 emphasize 
the sacredness of human life. How might this understanding influence your thoughts on 
current issues like abortion, war, or the death penalty? 

2. Where do you see the line between defending life and taking life? How do you 
personally discern when taking a life may be morally justifiable? 

3. Matthew 5 teaches that harboring anger or speaking with contempt is spiritually 
dangerous. What kinds of anger or contempt live in your heart that Jesus might be 
calling you to confront? Are there relationships or situations where you need healing, 
forgiveness, or repentance? 

4. Reflect on how Jesus redirects the command "do not murder" to address our attitudes 
and motivations.  In what ways is God inviting you to pursue a heart that honors life—not 
just with your actions, but with your inner life? In what ways as Christians can we 
preserve, protect, and promote life, i.e., human flourishing? 

 
 
Recommended Resources  
Books: 

● Good and Beautiful and Kind: Becoming Whole in a Fractured World by Rich Villodas 
● The Deeply Formed Life by Rich Villodas 
● Ten Words to Live By: Delighting In and Doing What God Commands by Jen Wilkin 
● Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today by Adam 

Hamilton 
 
Articles: 

● Scott Sauls: Toward a More Comprehensive Pro-Life Vision 
● The Gospel Coalition - Just War 
● The Gospel Coalition: Thinking Through Old Testament Violence 

 
 
 
(NIRV) New International Reader’s Version (VOICE) The Voice    (NLT) New Living Translation       
(NIV) New International Version 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Good-Beautiful-Kind-Becoming-Fractured/dp/0525654437/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3PFIABBR5RK3A&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.O3N4Fh6H-ChSYfVsDUXOCioO7DrIxUjljgwTzl1kU7I.V2TFF_hscKCtU0qEynu78MGVHtooh-6lZp9GGqvmDPw&dib_tag=se&keywords=%E2%97%8F+Good+and+Beautiful+and+Kind%3A+Becoming+Whole+in+a+Fractured+World%2C+by+Rich+Villodas&qid=1753211521&sprefix=good+and+beautiful+and+kind+becoming+whole+in+a+fractured+world%2C+by+rich+villodas%2Caps%2C116&sr=8-1
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https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/thinking-old-testament-violence/#:~:text=The%20judges%20use%20deception%20and,leave%20our%20moral%20compasses%20spinning.

